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[HOTE FROM THE Enl'ron]

PRESUMED UNKNOWN ...

Always on the lookout for new talent, this edition
focuses on the unknown artist... but as you can see,
the definition is mitigated by the word “presumed”,
for to be unknown is relative.

Dorota Kozinska
Editor

Some of the artists profiled have already established a
name for themselves elsewhere, and are only “unknown”
to the Canadian public. Others have been toiling at their art for some time but
have yet to see recognition. And others still, are at the beginning of their creative
path, emerging, as it were, into the light, and scrutiny.

Their choice of medium and subject matter is as diverse as their backgrounds,
and each will draw the reader into a unique universe.

We present South African artist, Ashley Johnson, and his anthropomorphic,
disturbing paintings that speak of large issues of society and our place in nature.
Juxtaposing these images is the virtual world of computer art by Brenda Cleniuk,
and portrait photographs of the gay scene by Toni Latour. James Lindsay takes
on military topography in his colourful, abstracted paintings, while Stephanie
Weirathmueller offers her personal take on the guotidian in her canvases. Young
Montreal artists, Maskull Lasserre and Frangois Carrier, bear the banner of the
new generation, with works that are at once spontaneous and grounded in
artistic principals. Avant-garde artist Mitchell Chan seeks inspiration for his work
in mythology, while photographer Karen Stentaford has an eye for finding the
surreal in nature. The art of Pascaline Knight, a true find at my own doorstep,
is as much inspiration for the theme as one of its many variations.

The issue also includes reviews of two major exhibitions by very different
artists: Philippe Lacelin-Bellefleur and Jim Dine.

And finally, a report from the 53 Venice Biennale focuses on the work of
Canadian representative, filmmaker Mark Lewis.

Art is not what you see, but what you make others see, said Edgar Degas, and
it is our hope that all these artists will make you see and reflect upon new
sensations. It is the nature of art to open our eyes not only to what surrounds
us, but also to what is within us. In some cases it will take courage, in other,
it will happen on its own, like the emergence of a symbolic butterfly in Pascaline
Knight's as-yet-unfinished art book.
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