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Article abstract
The article deals with the way lexicographers label the different registers
corresponding to what is generally referred to as substandard (colloquial,
slang, vulgar, very vulgar...) and makes suggestions for improvement of this
process which she finds highly unsatisfactory. Based on an analysis of the
labels used in several general and specialized bilingual French I English
dictionaries, the author looks at the evolution of labelling over several editions
in an attempt to see whether the process reflects the evolution of both
languages. The author feels that in this era of electronic dictionaries, this type
of study is more than relevant.
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