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Article abstract
The history of the slide-rule is retold in a systematic way, and its denomination
is analysed in 41 languages. A comparison of these terms allows us to postulate
for the object an extensive panlinguistic "definition scheme", which might
provide an empirical approximation to an analysis of the concept / slide-rule /.
Each language typically selects from this scheme a couple of notional elements,
so that these terms look like elliptical definitions of the object, some
denominations being favoured for a number of reasons which are not
necessarily cognitive or linguistic.
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