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Article abstract
This article seeks to show how statistics on exclusion start from a vague
formulation of this social problem and — despite cases where it is impossible
to circumscribe the entire issue and where statistics sometimes offer a realistic
evaluation of the situation — manage to create their own set of meanings.
Local analyses — a sanctioned approach — may offer a concrete assessment of
social reality by listing typical situations linked to exclusion, actors designated
as "excluded," places where the phenomenon is found and measures likely to
curb its occurrence. But when we "deconstruct" these analyses, their
plausibility falls apart, revealing rather subjective forms of expression and
reasoning. The inability of such statistics to grasp exceptional situations or
profound changes of position in the social structure makes one wonder
whether such number-based assessments are in fact missing their mark.
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