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Article abstract
In their research on the structural characteristics of science in Quebec, the
authors attempt first to confront the complex problem of the relative
autonomy of science by using the idea of a scientific field and by looking at the
social positions that scientists occupy in this field and in the economic, political
and religious fields. This analysis allows them the juxtapose traditional
analysis of the "scientific community" - analysis which are called internal
because they do not question the social conditions of the development and
diffusion of scientific activity - with global analysis which are called external
because they neglect to grasp the specific logic of a scientific field and are
hence incapable of finding the mediating mechanisms by which science can
translate the social demands to which it is subject in its own terms. Several
hypotheses concerning the characteristics which are specific to a peripheral
scientific field, such as the scientific field in Quebec, are also presented.
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