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Article abstract
The author criticizes first the ever-present perspective stemming from
American Sociologist of Science and in particular from R. K. Merton and his
students that the sciences are a vast autonomous social sub-system : A certain
amount of empirical evidence (identity between the values and norms of
science and political values, the "particularistic" basis of rewards, the
politico-scientific role of scientists in developed countries, the politicization
and unionization of scientists, etc) shows that the presumption of autonomy is
indeed inappropriate and can no longer be justified in light of what we know
today. Thus it is not possible for a sociologist of science, especially if he is
studying science in the United States or in other Western countries, to ignore
that influence of extrinsic social factors : his principal task is to explore the
comparative and changing social functions of science and scientists.
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