
All rights reserved © The University of New Brunswick, 2006 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/27/2024 3:28 a.m.

Studies in Canadian Literature

shorelines
Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm

Volume 31, Number 1, 2006

"For The Love of Words": Aboriginal Writers of Canada

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/scl31_1art05

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The University of New Brunswick

ISSN
0380-6995 (print)
1718-7850 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Akiwenzie-Damm, K. (2006). shorelines. Studies in Canadian Literature, 31(1),
19–19.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/scl/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/scl31_1art05
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/scl/2006-v31-n1-scl_31_1/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/scl/


shorelines

a boy wakes from a dream
of drowning
his skin is blue
he is coughing up water
and jellyfish
his mother throws her arms around him
holds his head above the waves
their tears are saltwater pools

a man dreams himself awake
after a lifetime of bleeding
he pulls a fishhook from his chest
laughs for the first time he can remember
starfish fall from his mouth
into a black sea

a spirit shivers into being
takes the form of a baby boy
swims from his mother’s embrace
into the belly of a whale
gulping air he swallows starlight
until he becomes everything
he clenches a grain of sand in his fist

an old man plunges into sleep
his eyes are pearls set in abalone
he breathes sandcastles and lightning
wrestles misheu-pisheu to floor
his wife waves from the shore
builds an inukshuk with her bones
and exhales a stone labryinth

he has found his way home

       kateri akiwenzie-damm


