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Article abstract
On the basis of two historical works, one on mental illness in Quebec and the
other on an epidemic of smallpox in Montreal, the author raises the question of
institutions. Over and above the conceptual vagueness that surrounds social
control, and if so, then what type of behaviour do they seek to control ? A
distinction between control and the regulation of behaviours is introduced, in
the framework of the emergence of a concept of normality.
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