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Article abstract
This Presidential Address suggests that historians ought to be involved in
activities outside the university, especially in those areas which touch upon the
intersect of history and society generally. This paper describes a case study, the
conservation of Québec' s judicial archives, where the activities of one
profession, the archivists, will have implications for the research that
historians will do.
Three elements of the case study are described: the experience of the
interministerial committee charged with the task of deciding the fate of the
documents; the relations between archives and historical knowledge; some
reflections on the relationship between historians and archivists. The author
has also a few words in hommage to Jacques Ducharme, an archivist and key
member of the committee who was a model of the proper relationship between
the two professions. This case study suggests that questions of sources and of
the relationship between sources and knowledge ought once again to become
an important concern of historians, because the archives of tomorrow are
actually being developed today.
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