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Article abstract
In the variety of forms of conjugal life, Switzerland shows many traits in
common with other Western countries: a dedine in fertility and the marriage
rate, marriages occurring at a later age, and an increase in cohabitation.
Switzerland also shows some interesting characteristics of its own, particularly
a low fertility level outside marriage. The author uses her analysis of a
1994-1995 sludy on the family to describe the links between marriage and a
first child, and to interpret the persistence of a high level of births in the
icontext of marriage at a time when the number of common-law unions is on
the rise. The findings show that premarital conceptions are frequent but
almost always followed by marriage. These conceptions, amce more often seen
in women not living with the child's father, are now largely occurring among
women in a situation of cohabitation. Once seen as a remedy for an unwanted
pregnancy, marriage is becoming associated with the desire to have a child.
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