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Article abstract
Demographic knowledge has become the focus of challenge and study. Like
researchers in other disciplines, demographers are questioning the uses and
social impacts of the knowledge they produce. However, although concerns
have been expressed about how demographic knowledge is perverted for
political and administrative ends — with detrimental social consequences —
there seems to be less interest in the objects of demographers' work. By looking
at research studies supporting the thesis of an "African system" controlling
procreative and sexual behaviour, this article highlights the hybrid nature of
demographic knowledge and the various issues involved in the hypothesis of a
"distinctAfrica."
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